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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended ) A probe cover as recited in claim 21, wherein an 
outer circumference of the distal end of the body has an arcuate surface. 

5 3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

> 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) A probe cover as recited in claim 21, wherein the 
10 body defines at least one longitudinal rib projecting from an inner surface thereof 

and being proximally spaced from the distal end of the body. 

8. (Currently Amended) A probe cover as recited in claim 21, wherein the 
body defines a plurality of longitudinal ribs projecting from an inner circumferential 
surface thereof, the longitudinal ribs being proximally spaced from the distal end of 

15 the body, 

9. (Original) A probe cover as recited in claim 8, wherein the longitudinal 
ribs are configured to facilitate nesting of a second probe cover. 



2 

PAGE 2/1 1 * RCVD AT 4(4/2007 1 1 :34:29 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO«EFXRF-6/31 * ONIS:2738300 * CSID:3158213218 1 DURATION (mm-ss):034)0 



04/04/2087 12:34 



3158213218 



KENDALL ENGINEERING 



PAGE 03/11 



10. (Currently Amended) A probe cover as recited in claim 21, wherein the 
body defines at least one protuberance projecting from an inner surface thereof, the 
least one protuberance being proximally spaced from the distal end of the body. 

11. (Currently Amended) A probe cover as recited in claim 21, wherein the 
5 body defines a plurality of protuberances projecting from an inner circumferential 

surface thereof, the plurality of protuberances being proximally spaced from the 
distal end of the body. 

12. (Original) A probe cover as recited in claim 11 ? wherein the 
protuberances are configured to facilitate nesting of a second probe cover. 

io 13. (Currently Amended) A probe cover as recited in claim 21, wherein the 

body defines at least one protuberance projecting from an outer surface thereof, 
the at least one protuberance being proximally spaced from the distal end of the 
body. 

■ 

14. (Currently Amended) A probe cover as recited in claim 21, wherein the 

* 

15 body defines a plurality of protuberances projecting from an outer circumferential 
surface thereof, the plurality of protuberances being proximally spaced from the 
distal end of the body. 

15. (Original) A probe cover as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
protuberances are configured to facilitate nesting of a second probe cover. 

2Q 16. (Original) A probe cover as recited in claim 15, wherein the body 

defines a plurality of protuberances projecting from an inner surface thereof and 
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being proximally spaced from the distal end of the body, the protuberances being 
configured to facilitate nesting with a third probe cover. 

17. (Currently Amended) A probe cover as recited in claim 21, wherein the 
body extends in a tapered configuration from the proximal end to the distal end. 

5 18. (Currently Amended) A probe cover comprising: 

a tubular body portion extending in a tapered configuration from a proximal 
end to a distal end, the proximal end defining an opening configured for receipt of a 
distal end of a tympanic thermometer, and 

the distal end being substantially enclosed by a film and including a plurality 
io of non-continuous end ribs being circumferentially spaced apart and disposed 
about an inner circumferential surface thereof, 

the end ribs having a longitudinal portion extending proximally along the 
tubular body portion and a transverse portion being transverse relative to the 
longitudinal axis of the tubular body and projecting along a transverse surface of 
15 the film, the longitudinal portion and the transverse portion being configured to 
receivably engage the distal end of the tympanic thermometer for support therein 
such that the distal end of the tympanic thermometer is spaced apart from the film 
at a predetermined space, wherein the predetermined space is defined bv a 
thickness of the transverse portion , 

20 19. (Canceled) 
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20. (Canceled). 

21 . (New) A probe cover comprising: 

a tubular body portion extending in a tapered configuration from a proximal 
end to a distal end, the proximal end defining an opening configured for receipt of a 
5 distal end of a tympanic thermometer, and 

the distal end being substantially enclosed by a film and including a plurality 
of non-continuous end ribs being circumferentially spaced apart and disposed 
about an inner circumferential surface thereof, 

the end ribs having a longitudinal portion extending proximally along the 
10 tubular body portion and a transverse portion being transverse relative to the 
Longitudinal axis of the tubular body and projecting along a transverse surface of 
the film, the longitudinal portion and the transverse portion being configured to 
receivably engage the distal end of the tympanic thermometer for support therein 
such that the distal end of the tympanic thermometer is spaced apart from the film 
at a predetermined space^wherein the predetermined space is defined bv the 
distance from a proximal face of the transverse portion to the film. 

22. (New) A probe cover comprising: 

a tubular body portion extending in a tapered configuration from a proximal 

« 

end to a distal end, the proximal end defining an opening configured for receipt of a 
20 distal end of a tympanic thermometer, and 
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the distal end being substantially enclosed by a film and including a plurality 
of non-continuous end ribs being circumferentially spaced apart and disposed 
about an inner circumferential surface thereof, 

the end ribs having a longitudinal portion extending proximally along the 
5 tubular body portion and a transverse portion being transverse relative to the 
longitudinal axis of the tubular body and projecting along a transverse surface of 
the film, the longitudinal portion and the transverse portion being configured to 
receivably engage the distal end of the tympanic thermometer for support therein 
such that the distal end of the tympanic thermometer is spaced apart from the film 
io at a predetermined space, wherein the predetermined space is determined bv the 
location of the transverse portion relative to the longitudinal axis of the tubular 
body. 
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